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American Academy of Nursing Supports the 
Supreme Court’s Ruling on Marriage Equality	  

 
The American Academy of Nursing views marriage equality as a civil and human rights issue. The Court’s 
ruling displays great strides for equality. 
 
Research shows clear links between marriage rights and health. Inequality causes stigma and 
discrimination leading to adverse health impact of the individual and their children. Denial of equality 
brands lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender Americans as second-class citizens and encourages 
hostility and violence against LGBT Americans.  
 
“The Academy stands in strong support for equality for all Americans,” says Academy president Joanne 
Disch, PhD, RN, FAAN. “As healthcare professionals, we have seen the damage that discrimination has 
done. We are proud that the Court supports equality and fairness.” 
 
By striking down key parts of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), the court repealed a particularly 
harmful form of discrimination by the Federal government. Now, married couples can gain legal, financial, 
and health care benefits for their partner and children. The Academy asks President Obama, Congress, 
and Federal policymakers to swiftly review current laws and policies to ensure they comply with this ruling. 
 
With the Supreme Court’s ruling on Proposition 8, the Academy is excited that California will re-join 12 
other states and the District of Columbia that allow same-sex marriage. The Academy is pleased to note 
that more than 30% of all Americans (93 million) live in a state that provides marriage equality for its 
citizens. 
 
The Court’s actions today are not the final word on marriage equality. There is still more to do. While most 
Americans support marriage equality, a majority of states still restrict marriage. The Academy urges state 
leaders to take charge and offer marriage equality for all of their citizens. 
 
Last year, the Academy’s board of directors approved a statement that declares the Academy’s 
opposition to any discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity and its support for 
advocacy and establishment of policies and initiatives that enhance the health of LGBTQ people. (Read 
the statement at http://bit.ly/AANmarriage) 
 
The Academy appreciates the consideration and time the Court gave to this very important matter. The 
Academy hopes this ruling will further accelerate the movement for marriage and equal rights for all 
Americans. 
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About the Academy 
The American Academy of Nursing (www.AANnet.org) serves the public and the nursing profession by advancing 
health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, and dissemination of nursing knowledge. The 
Academy's 2,000 fellows are nursing's most accomplished leaders in education, management, practice, and research. 
They have been recognized for their extraordinary contributions to nursing and health care. 


